The shipboard study covered the 8øN section by hydrography/tracer and acoustic Doppler current profiler (ADCP) observations from the Maldives westward to 53øE and then went on to investigate the area around Socotra, the Socotra Passage, and the meridional section from Socotra up to the Arabian peninsula (Figure 1) . At the RSW level, around the density level 27.2 [e.g., Quadfasel, 1982] , maximum salinities are 
Passage Currents
The shipboard ADCP and LADCP currents that were determined from the six stations across that passage, are shown in Figure 9 . They are corrected with the tidal constituents determined from moorings K10 and Kll, but using the Le Provost et al. [1998] 
Upper Layer Transport Budget
The water masses indicate subduction out of the upper layer into the thermocline layer for the region between Socotra and the Arabian Peninsula (Figure 13) . Because of the large short-period variability obvious from the moored time series (Figure 13) , it is, of course, unreasonable to expect a closed budget for the box enclosed by the combined sections A, C, and D (Figure 13) , but we will check on it here anyway. For the layer above ao=25.0 we obtain a northward throughflow of 2.2 Sv through the Socotra Passage into the box, a further small net inflow of 1.2 Sv through the 12øN section (C), and a small net outflow of 1.0 Sv through the 57 ø E section (D), i.e., a total of 2.4 Sv net inflow into the box. This number has to be compared with the sum of the absolute transports through the box boundaries for the top layer, which is 16.8 Sv, i.e., a reasonable balance, where on top one has to consider that waters are transformed within the box out of the ao-25.0 category into denser water mass classes, requiring a net convergence in this layer.
In Their most active phase appears to be at and after the end of the winter monsoon; that is, they may not interfere much with the Sverdrup setup in the early and full-blown phase of the winter monsoon period.
Nonseasonal Variability
There are two kinds of variability to be considered in conjunction with the interpretation of our moored and shipboard observations: intraseasonal variations of a period of a few weeks that may have caused nonsynoptic distortions during our ship survey and interannual variability that may be related to global teleconnection patterns. As far as interannual variability is concerned, it would, of course, be interesting to know how represen- 
